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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the problems and obstacles in management
of air pollution towards micro-dust and other pollution in Thailand and Study policies, laws,
measures and operations in Thailand and other countries related to management of air pollution,
micro-dust and other pollution including recommend legal measures for mitigating air pollution,
micro-dust and other pollution in Thailand. The research was a qualitative methodology and
applying the concepts of pollution control, the right of healthy environment, prevention theory,
laws and various measures as a research framework. The research areas were Ubon Ratchathani
Province and Bangkok. The sample group was divided into two groups. The sample group 1
consisted of 5 key informants who were lawyers and university professors from legal and justice
system and the sample group 2 contained 5 environmental practitioners who were heads of
auditing teams towards international environmental standards and environmental engineers.
The total number of samples were ten participants. The sample was a self-selection method

based on the researcher objectives.

The findings note that the main problems and obstacles in managing air pollution in
Thailand are lack of specific laws related to air pollution. Although Thailand has a law for
controlling air pollution which is the Enhancement and Conservation of National Environmental

Quality Act, B.E. 2535 (1992). However, the act is on-strict enforcement. Other challenges include
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overlapping duty between agencies, limitations in monitoring and punishment of offenders,
non-public participation and information dissemination. Some citizens still lack awareness of
the impacts of air pollution. Policies and legal measures are ineffective to mitigate the source
of pollution sources. People focus on self-protective measures such as wearing masks, avoiding
outdoor activities and refraining from burning. Furthermore, international principles such as the
polluter pays principle and the precautionary principle are not fully implemented. In comparison
to air pollution laws, particularly for PM2.5, many countries have developed direct air quality
legislation. For example, the United States has the Clean Air Act and Japan has the Air Pollution

Control Act, which focuses on controlling the source of pollution from industry and vehicles.

For recommendations, the constitution should be amended to include provisions
regard with the right of citizens to live in a healthy environment. Specific legislation on clean
air should be enacted and existing laws should be amended to increase penalties for a negligent
or strict-liability polluter who fail to provide pollution treatment system, tools or equipment
for pollution control. The government should also implement policies to promote the use of

electric vehicles.

Keywords: Measure; Air Pollution Management; PM 2.5; Pollutants
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